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Brecksville “Angels” Hosted Event in Tropical Paradise
by Nancy Thaler

Margaret Mead once said, “Never doubt 
that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
people can change the world.” Inspired by 
the personal tragedy of a close friend, one 
Brecksville couple’s actions are bringing 
meaning to that often-repeated quote.

Bill and Nancy Florio, who have been 
fundraising for St. Augustine Health 

M09 brecksville angels
Bill Florio posed in the tropical-themed 
garden he landscaped himself, which 
served as the setting for a fundraiser for St. 
Augustine’s Health Campus he held with 
his wife, Nancy. Photo by N. Thaler

Campus, a facility offering assisted living, 
rehabilitation, long-term care and end-of-life 
care for those in need in Northeast Ohio, 
were first made aware of the facility several 
years ago when their friend, Linda Lucarelli 
of Brecksville, suffered a heart attack. As a 
result, Lucarelli was in a persistent vegetative 
state (PVS) for two years. St. Augustine’s was 
one of the few facilities in the area equipped 

to care for PVS patients.
The Florios were impressed by the quality 

of care Lucarelli received, and after her pass-
ing, they committed themselves to giving 
back to the facility that had helped their 
friend so much.

Bill, a former police officer who now has 
an investigation firm in Brecksville and who 
had served on the board of the Cleveland 
Rape Crisis Center, serves on St. Augustine’s 
board of directors. Nancy is part of a com-
mittee called Angels on the Avenue.

The Florios initial fund-raising efforts 
helped to create a garden on the campus, lo-
cated in the inner city, housed in the former 
location of St. John’s Hospital in Cleveland’s 
Detroit-Shoreway neighborhood. The gar-
den is one of the few places patients may 
relax and enjoy the beauty of nature.

“It’s an older building,” Nancy explained, 
noting that much of it needs renovation. 
This need has inspired the current project 
for her Angels on the Avenue committee, 
the renovation of bathing facilities for 
patients.

“We’re calling it a bathroom/spa renova-
tion,” Nancy said, saying they hope to raise 
enough funds to complete updates, includ-
ing the installation of a whirlpool tub for 
wheelchair-bound patients.

The Florios held a fundraiser in early 
August to help make that vision a reality. 
In their backyard sanctuary of palm trees, 
hibiscus, and other tropical plants, they 
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hosted a steak dinner for approximately 
60 guests. One hundred percent of the 
ticket proceeds, along with funds from a 
silent auction and 50-50 raffle, will benefit 
the bathroom renovations, which Nancy 
estimates will cost $40,000.

The beauty of their backyard, which 
Nancy called “Bill’s pride and joy” is a 
testament to what one person can do with 
enough enthusiasm. The garden features a 
waterfall, which seems to emerge directly 
from the forest behind it. Bill explained, 
“Every one of those rocks were carried up 
here by hand.”

Just as the landscaping of the Florio’s yard 
took place rock by rock, so, too, will the work 
to improve St. Augustine’s continue, bit by 
bit. Nancy expressed her joy that despite the 
difficult economic times, everyone she has 
asked has continued to help make her work 
for St. Augustine’s possible. She cited a fall 
wine tour as an upcoming fund-raiser and 
noted that the facility’s annual fund-raiser, 
Top O’ the Towers, is held in March. 

For additional information about the St. 
Augustine Health Campus, visit staugustine-
manor.org. For additional information about 
Angels on the Avenue, call 440-838-1974.

Call Stage House Vision Center 
today for your high tech retinal 
exam or visit us on the web at 
www.stagehousevision.com.

Dr. Alicia G. Manenti, O.D.
 Dr. Joseph A. Ravagnani, O.D.

8879 Brecksville Road
440-526-3920

www.stagehousevision.com

RETINAL PHOTOGRAPHY
“A picture is worth a thousand words.”

Retinal Imaging – 
Our ability to view 
your internal eye 
health is now dra-
matically improved 
with a high resolu-
tion digital retinal 
photograph.
The pictures are 

stored in a com-
puter so that the 
views of the retina 
can be compared 
and the health of 

the eye can be evaluated more objectively.
Provides:
• Assistance with the early detection of eye 

disease (glaucoma, cancerous tumors, diabetic 
retinopathy, macular degeneration, hypertensive 
retinopathy, optic nerve disease, retinal detach-
ment, etc.)
• The ability to view your images with you 

today
• A permanent record and baseline for your 

medical file, which gives your doctor compari-
sons for tracking and diagnosing potential eye 
disease
• A fast, easy and comfortable procedure which 

does not require dilating eye drops
• Nothing touches your eye

Most eye conditions are treatable or even 
preventable with early detection.

The Brooklyn Heights Cemetery Association
and Memorial Abbey Mausoleum

4700 Broadview Road, Cleveland, OH

216-351-1476
Save Today

Family Counselor Available For Consultation
During Office Hours

Mon. - Sat. 9 A.M. - 4 P.M.
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space, vaults, Memorials and
interment fees May be pre-planned

(All Cemetery Expenses may be Pre-Paid)

We do it all! From checking air in your tires to replacing your engine.
Authorized factory Trained Technicians for general Motors products.

8116 Broadview Rd., Broadview heights
 (formerly 8137 Broadview Rd.) 440-526-4994

Hours: 
M-F 8-6
Sat. 8-1

90 Days 
Same As 
Cash “Fuerst Choice For Service”

visit us online @ www.fuerstauto.com

Moonlight PoolsMoonlight Pools

330.278.2685
www.moonlightpools.net

Your Full Service Pool Company

• Liner Replacement 
• Equipment installation, service                                   
   & repair 
• Fiberglass resurfacing
• Acid washing, painting, and 
   liner replacements

• Pressure testing and under 
 ground line repair
• Installations and full renovations 
• Fiber optic and specialty lighting
• Safety, solar and winter covers
• Commercial and residential

We can handle all your pool service needs!
Fall Closings, Winterizations and Service.   Safety, Solar and Winter Covers!




